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§ 23.6 Plan of Work.
(a) A State Annual Plan of Work for

carrying out the programs authorized
under title V shall be prepared. The
Plan of Work should include:

(1) Identification of major problems
and needs which can be met by each re-
lated extension and research program
in the geographic or problem area.

(2) The relationship of this program
to ongoing planning and development
efforts.

(3) The organizational structure for
planning, conducting, and evaluating
each pilot program, including the
names and title of the members of the
Rural Development Advisory Council
and the composition of major commit-
tees and work groups.

(4) A separate concise statement de-
scribing specific extension projects to
be funded under each program. The
statement should contain the following
elements: Title, objectives, organiza-
tion and operational procedures, prob-
able duration, personnel, institutions
involved, and relation to the research
effort. In addition, a brief description
of each regular or special extension
project which is complementary and
supports the title V pilot program, but
which is funded from other sources
shall be included.

(5) A separate concise statement de-
scribing specific research projects to be
funded under each program. The state-
ment should contain the following ele-
ments: Title, objectives, organization,
and operational procedures, probable
duration, personnel, institutions in-
volved, and relation to the extension
effort. In addition, a brief description
of each regular or special research
project which is complementary and
supports the title V program, but
which is funded from other sources,
shall be included.

(6) A plan for evaluating the impact
of each program on the development of
the area, including the effectiveness of
the extension and research program
techniques, and organizational struc-
ture for planning and conducting each
program. Appraisals by community
leaders in the area should be included
in the evaluation.

(7) Provisions for making an annual
progress report to the Assistant Sec-
retary for Conservation, Research, and

Education which will document
achievements pertaining to the goals
and objectives as stated in the Plan of
Work.

(8) A budget statement for each pro-
gram to be submitted on forms pro-
vided by the Assistant Secretary for
Conservation, Research, and Edu-
cation.

(b) The Plan of Work shall include
plans for all programs to be conducted
with funds authorized under section
503(b)(3) and (4) of title V. The Plan of
Work shall include plans for the pro-
grams to be conducted by each cooper-
ating and participating university or
college and such other information as
included in these guidelines. Each
State program must include research
and extension activities directed to-
ward identification of programs which
are likely to have the greatest impact
upon accomplishing the objectives of
rural development in both the short
and longer terms and the use of these
studies to support the State’s com-
prehensive program to be supported
under section 505(b) of title V. In addi-
tion, all other rural development ex-
tension and research efforts funded
from other sources that contribute di-
rectly to the proposed programs shall
be described in the Plan of Work.

(c) Since the appropriation author-
ization for title V is limited to a three-
year period the Plan of Work should be
developed to demonstrate extension
and research program techniques and
organizational structures for providing
essential knowledge to assist and sup-
port rural development efforts within
that time.

(1) In accordance with the above cri-
teria, the Plan of Work should:

(i) Concentrate on limited geographic
or problem areas where title V efforts
would be expected to have high impact
within the three-year authorization.

(ii) Give emphasis to rural areas, in-
cluding towns and cities with popu-
lations of less than 50,000.

(iii) Involve the administratively re-
sponsible Land Grant University and
other public or private colleges and
universities, as appropriate, in meeting
with high priority extension and re-
search needs of the area(s).
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(iv) Give priority to education and
research assistance leading to increas-
ing job and income opportunities, im-
proving quality of life, improving es-
sential community services and facili-
ties, improving housing and home im-
provements, and enhancing those so-
cial processes necessary to achieve
these goals.

(v) Be consistent with Statewide
comprehensive planning and develop-
ment efforts and objectives. Procedures
set forth under § 23.4(c) are designed to
achieve attainment of this require-
ment.

(d) Four copies of the Plan of Work
approved by the State Rural Develop-
ment Advisory Council shall be submit-
ted by the person responsible for the
overall coordination of the title V pro-
grams in the State to the Assistant
Secretary for Conservation, Research
and Education, U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture, Washington, DC 20250, within
60 days after enactment of the annual
Appropriation Act for the Department
of Agriculture.

(e) Plans of Work not meeting the
above criteria will not be approved by
the Assistant Secretary for Conserva-
tion, Research and Education.

Subpart B—Regional Program
§ 23.9 General.

(a) Section 503(b)(2), title V, of the
Rural Development Act of 1972 (Pub. L.
92–419) hereafter referred to as ‘‘Title
V’’ authorizes funds to finance work
authorized under title V which serve
two or more States; in which univer-
sities in two or more States cooperate;
or which is conducted by one Univer-
sity serving two or more States. The
authorized funding under section
503(b)(2) is hereafter referred to as the
‘‘Regional Programs.’’

(b) The Regional Programs shall de-
velop and provide knowledge essential
to assist and support rural develop-
ment in the region, and shall provide
for technical consultation and person-
nel development for the research and
extension staff in the several States of
the region to help them to be more re-
sponsive to rural development needs
and activities.

(c) The Regional Programs will con-
centrate on the high priority knowl-

edge, training, and personnel needs re-
quired for the research and extension
staff in the several States to conduct
effective rural development research
and extension to carry out the provi-
sions of title V. These efforts may in-
clude personnel development and con-
sultation; synthesis of existing re-
search knowledge and the interpreta-
tion of this knowledge for rural devel-
opment program and policy purposes;
the development of strategies and pro-
cedures on high priority rural develop-
ment problems of regional significance;
as funds permit, the conduct of re-
search on one of two high priority
problems for which information is
lacking but is urgently needed for rural
development, and the evaluation of
rural development programs and poli-
cies.

(d) Regional Programs will be con-
sonant with all rural development ac-
tivities under the Act and other perti-
nent Federal development programs.
To effectuate such purpose, the Assist-
ant Secretary for Conservation, Re-
search and Education will implement
title V plans and activities in close co-
operation with the Assistant Secretary
for Rural Development. In order to in-
sure such consonance, the Director of
each Regional Center will insure that
regional programs having an impact
within one or more States are brought
to the attention of the appropriate
State overall coordinator for consider-
ation pursuant to procedures in
§ 23.4(c).

§ 23.10 Administration.
(a) The Regional Programs will be

administered through four Regional
Rural Development Centers hereafter
referred to as ‘‘Regional Centers’’ in
cooperation with the Extension Service
and the Cooperative State Research
Service. The Director of each Regional
Center shall be responsible for compli-
ance with all appropriate provisions of
title V and the regulations of this sub-
part. Regions as delineated for pur-
poses under section 503(b)(2) will be co-
terminous with the regional delinea-
tion by the National Association of
State Universities and Land Grant Col-
leges. Each Regional Center will be es-
tablished by the regional association of
State Agricultural Experiment Station
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